
 

Tribal Air Grants Framework  October 2005 1

Menu Item for Participation in Policy Development Groups     

TRIBAL AIR WORK PLAN OBJECTIVE:  To identify special or unique local air quality issues, their 
impact on human health and the environment, options for addressing the concerns identified, and, as 
appropriate, implementing solutions. 

Background:  Local or Unique Air Quality Issues encompass a variety of air pollution problems that do not 
fall within any of the broader, more common, concerns that are found on reservations or in tribal 
communities.  These, perhaps more than most Menu Items objectives, may require a customized response 
and may require research to determine what would be appropriate to the particular circumstances. 

Funding Mechanism:  This objective and supporting activities may qualify for EPA financial support 
through the grant authority of the Indian General Assistance Program (IGAP), or either of the Clean Air 
Act §103 or §105 depending upon if the work is assessment of or investigation into causes and prevention 
the air quality problem, or actual implementation of a control strategy. Contact your nearest Regional EPA 
Tribal or Program Office for further information. 

ACTIVITIES / TASKS:  The following tasks or activities are options for a grant applicant to consider in 
developing a work plan that includes participation in air policy development workgroups.  Adapting these needs 
to respond to those of a specific tribal professional’s interests is encouraged.  EPA Regional Offices are available 
to provide guidance on the workgroups that are currently involved in policy development and how a tribal 
professional may become involved.  A timeline is then created by estimating the dates by which each task, and 
sub-task, will be completed in order to accomplish the objective by the planned date. 

 Participate in Regional Planning Organizations (RPOs), national tribal organizations/ forums/ 
workgroups, or other tribal, local, state, regional or national/EPA organizations, such as: National 
Tribal Air Association, EPA’s 8 Hour Ozone Designations Workgroup, RTOCs, or NTOCs, the 
TAMS Steering Committee, etc.   

 Select a particular work group of an air related organization that tribal professional can join and 
commit to actively become involved.  Commit to a specific amount of time that will be devoted to this 
participation or percentage of work under the grant. 

 Periodic reports on contributions made to the group and information and issues addressed in the group 
to EPA and the tribal council and community, as a means of building tribal capacity to understand 
broader air quality issues and participate in policy development. 

WORK PLAN RESULTS:  Results from EPA grant funded activities (also known as “deliverables”) are characterized 
as either outputs or outcomes.  Both are important means of documenting grant accomplishments.     For explanation of 
outputs and outcomes see the Menu Item for Air Quality Administration Infrastructure 

Possible Outputs: [These are examples of outputs for this objective; there may be others]     

 Report of meetings attended and subjects addressed at each, as well as how this information was then 
communicated to the tribal government and/or community, including at council meetings, powwows, 
schools, or similar events. 

Possible Outcomes: [These are examples of outcomes for this objective; there may be others]   

Expressed as a result of an individual Tribal grant:  

 Documentation of participation, including details of participation in the various groups, the nature of 
participation, decisions or policy developed through participation and noteworthy contributions, 
included in quarterly and final grant reports. 
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Possible Outcomes continued:  
Expressed as a measure of  overall Tribal program performance: 

 Increase in number of tribes that have participated in development of air quality policy at regional or 
national level. 

 Increase in breadth of policymakers’ understanding of the tribal perspective on air quality issues.  

 Policy development that better takes into consideration the air quality issues on reservations and in 
tribal communities and the unique tribal perspectives on these. 

FY 2006  NATIONAL EPA PERFORMANCE MEASURE:   

 No specific measures for participation in policy development exist at this time. 

 


